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TRANSLITERATION KEY 


the mouth wich the moucrh hollowed co 


+ (1j)’ (A slight catch in the breach. I is also 
used to indicate where the bamza has been produce a full sound.) 
dropped from the beginning of a word.) & * ‘a, ‘i ‘u(Pronounced from the throat 
1 oad ¢ gh (Pronounced like a chroaty French r 
v b with the mouth hollowed to produce a ful! 
onset sound.) 
« th(Should be pronounced as the th in thin art. 
or shirst.) 3 q(Agurtural g sound with che mouth 
eo) hollowed co produce a full sound.) 
h (Tensely breathed b sound.) Ae tk 
z kh (Pronounced like the ch in Scottish loch Jd | 
with the mouth hollowed to produce a full ef om 
sound.) oo. 
» d » wi,u 
3 dh(Should be pronounced as the th in this » h 
or that.) g¢ Yi 
4 ‘i @ Used following che mention of the 
A Messenger Muhammad, translated as 
* S ch “May Allah bless him and give him peace 
~ ; : %@ Used following the mention of a Prophet 
pe 1A heary s pronounced far back in or Messenger of Allah, translated as, “May 
i oe eatowred ve the peace of Allah be upon him” 
2 4 (A heavy d/db Cb in & Used following the mention of a 
fy i a Vieni Companion of rhe Messenger, translated 
rare 1) as, May Allah be pleased with him” 
i 3 & Used following the mention of more than 
des 2 ee eat = alee thee one Companion of the Messenger (and also 
ie i=. fall 1) after a female Companion in this work 
j ce = (A heavy db fac back in ae as, “May Allah be pleased with 
F ~ them: 


The daft i in this book have been translierated using a convention different from the standard used for 
Arabic terms in che main text. Hence, words are represented as they should be pronounced 


transliterating 

and the interword connections are transliterated according to the following guidelines: 

(1) Silent bamzas (was!) have been omitted and replaced with an apostrophe (’). In this case, the word 
before it should be connected to che letter after the apostrophe; ¢-g., wa T-mali. 

(2) Commas have been added to indicate appropriate places of pause. Lerters enclosed in parencheses are 
not read when pausing; eg., fi kbayr(in). 

(3) In instances where there is elision (idgham) becween cwo words, the words are transliterated in chair 
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Reflecting on our deeds in light of Allah's greatness, one can only 
wonder how anything we do could ever be worthy of presentation 
before such an Exalted Being. What could we present to the Owner 
of all? Whar could we offer to the One who simply says, “Be,” and it 
is? What could we place before the One whose status is so exalted 
that it is neither diminished nor strengthened by the quality of what 
we present? Despite our imperfections, it is only by the infinite 
mercy of Allah that we are rewarded for the minute gifts we place 
before Him. 

Casting aside the issue of whether our deeds are worthy of pre- 
sentation before our Creator, the reality is that each of us carries a 
load of sin and disobedience upon our shoulders. By design we are 
imperfect creatures prone to making mistakes. The Prophet & said, 
“Every descendent of Adam is a sinner, and the best of the sinners are 
those who frequently repent” (Tirmidbi). 

The mercy of Allah is so greatly infinite and His position so 
grand, that rather than immediately punishing us, He has granted 

us a grace period in which to seek forgiveness for our sins. And as 


ll 
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if that were not enough, Allah then gave us the means by which to 
wipe away our sins and their negative effects. These are called sup 
plications of forgiveness (istighfarat). 

Perhaps the simplest form of istighfar is to reflect on our dail) 
routine and to seek forgiveness for the errors that are apparent. [his 


was the Sunna of the Prophet & and has been the way of the righ- 


teous who follow in his footsteps. However, just as with any art, time 


spent in the company of those who are deep in their repentance pro- 


| vides an apprenticeship in how to sincerely curn with a lowered head 
toward our Sustainer. 

A pious scholar from the past was once asked what we should do 
to rectify our connection with our Lord. He said, “Seek the company 

_ of the righteous.” He was then asked, “What if the righteous are no 
longer present among us?” He replied, “Read their books.” 

It is through the mercy of Allah that the work present in your 
hands is such a book. This text contains a collection of prayers as 
transmitted from the great scholar Hasan al-Basri. Reading through 
these supplications lends the seeker an opportunity to realize how 
our righteous predecessors viewed their actions and deeds when 

standing before Allah. It is my hope that the publication of this 
| text by my close friend Mufti Abdur-Rahman will guide those who 
desire nearness to Allah on how to lower themselves before their 


Sustainer. 


The process of istighfar goes hand in hand with deep self-reflec- 


tion. We do not consider seeking forgiveness for a misdeed unless 
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we see the act as a sin. Perhaps such a lack of insight is the greatest 

tribulation of our time. I pray that Allah opens our eyes to the real- 

ity of His grandeur, the reality of our servitude, and the power of 
returning to Him. 

Husain ABDUL SATTAR 

Sunday, February 29, 2004 
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from one’s computer. This keeps the machine run- 
y and ad decreases the chances of malfunction and crash- 
es. unimportant messages from our e-mail 


' ¢ sper d time routinely cleaning up our machines, w 
e neglecting our hearts, which are far more worthy | 


cart 


ie 


ed by the overwhelming burden of sin. The Compan : z . 
| 4 relates that the Messenger of Allah & said,“When 
its a a a black dot appears on his beam Ifhe 4 


in the verse:‘No, indeed! But, encrusted over their > 
ey have earned.” (Qur’in 83:14) (Tirmidhi). 
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If one allows sins to accumulate on his or her heart in the form of 
this inner rust, the heart gradually becomes blind and unreceptive to 
spiritual realities. One can easily observe this inner lack of spiritual 
cognition when, for example, a person yawns at the mention of the 
Hellfire and its severity, whereas another faints upon hearing of the 
same. We are thus in need of a reliable method and rigid routine fo: 
cleansing our hearts of the pollution they accumulate from frequent 
sinning. 

Cleansing the heart is achieved through the remembrance of Allah 


(dhikr), repentance (tawba), seeking forgiveness (istighfar), and hum- 


bly turning co Him in penitence (inaba). The Messenger of Allah 
"did this seventy to a hundred times a day, despite being inerrant and 
"guarded from sin (ma‘sam). He & also said, “Every descendant of 
Adam is a sinner, and the best of the sinners are those who repent 
(Sunan al-Tirmidhi). When a person makes sincere repentance 


(tawba nasub) for his sins, no matter how severe they may be, Allah 


purifies his heart and treats him as if he never committed them. 

Why is it such a bounty that we are able to turn to the Almighty 
and seek His forgiveness? Turning to Allah in repentance and seek 
ing His forgiveness provide us the release we need when feeling 
overwhelmed by the burden of sin. They give us a way out, another 
chance, a sense of lightheartedness, hope, and inspiration needed to 
turn a new page in life and start afresh. It is through forgiveness 
that we gain so much hope in our religion that there remains no 
reason whatsoever for us to despair of Allah's mercy. Allah advises 
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us not to run away from Him in fear but to run toward Him like a 
baby running into its mother's lap. So lovingly does Almighty Allah 
address His sinful servants: “Say (to humanity, O Muhammad): O 
My servants—those (of you) who have committed (sins in great) 
excess against their own souls—never despair of the mercy of Allah! 
For, indeed, Allah forgives sins, one and all. Indeed, it is He who is 
the All-Forgiving, the Mercy-Giving. So turn in penitence to your 
Lord. And submit yourselves to Him” (Qur'an 39:53-54). 

Many want to seek forgiveness and cherish the thought of being 
purified, but do not know how to embark on this path. For instance, 
they do not know what words to use or what to seek forgiveness for; 
or they have forgotten about many of the sins they have commit- 
ted or perhaps deem many of them trivial and insignificant; or they 
think there is no need to seek forgiveness. And if they do seek for- 
giveness, they do so only superficially, using generalities like“O Allah, 
forgive all my sins” or“ Forgive them if You wish’; they do so without 
any vigor or persistence. The Messenger of Allah & said,” When one 
of you asks Allah, ... he should ask earnestly, for Allah does as He 


wishes and there is none to compel Him’ (Bukhari). 


THE OBJECTIVE OF THIS BOOK 

The most superior prayers for seeking forgiveness (istighfarat) are 
those mentioned in the Qur'an, followed by those related from 
the Messenger of Allah &. There can be nothing superior to what 
has come from these two sacred sources. These prayers are found 
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The most superior prayers for seeking forgiveness (istighfarat) are 
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in many of the popular prayer collections. Thereafter, we may also 
benefit from the prayers and invocations passed down by our pious 
predecessors, who were well informed of the subtle ways of how to 
ask Allah and what to ask for. 

Among these spiritual luminaries was Hasan al-Basri (may Allah 
be pleased with him), to whom the seventy prayers for forgiveness 


in this book (along with a few concluding prayers) are attributed. 
‘Allama Qutb al-Din al-Hanafi transmitted them from Hasan al- 


Basri in his Kitab Adityat al-Hajj wa ‘l-“Umra (Book of Prayers of 
Hajj and “Umra) and referred to them as Al-Istighfarat al-Mungidha 
min al-Nar (Prayers for Forgiveness that Save from the Hellfire). 
Although originally suggested for reading on the seventh, ninth, and 
tenth of Dhii ‘I-Hijja, these prayers are worthy of being read every 
_ day because they encompass most of what a person needs to seek 
- forgiveness for. 

Popular prayer litanies, such as Mulla ‘Ali al-Qari’s Al-Hizb al- 
A‘zam (The Great Litany) and Shaykh ‘Abdullah ‘A lawi al-Haddad's 
collection, contain various prayers for forgiveness. However, there are 
very few litanies available entirely dedicated to such prayers. Hence, 
this collection of istighfarat is intended for use alongside other gen- 
eral litanies that one may regularly recite. 


HOW TO READ THIS LITANY 


One should try to read all seventy prayers every day (in addition to 
other prayers that one is in the habit of reading), in order to fulfill 


——S_ a 
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the practice of the Messenger &, who said, “By Allah, I seek forgive- 
ness from Allah and repent to Him more than seventy times each 

day’ (Bukhari). If one is unable to do this, he or she may read ten 

prayers each day to complete all seventy over seven days. Otherwise 

one may read any number that one can. The Urdu translation of 
this collection, by Mawlana Muhammad Hamid ‘Abd al-Majid 
(may Allah bless him—for his work introduced me to this beauti- 
ful litany), has been arranged in seven sections: ten prayers for each 

day of the week. 

The most important part of any prayer for forgiveness is that the 
suppliant focus on what he or she is saying, reflect on the meaning, 
and then allow the words to flow from the heart. One should feel 
remorseful and regretful over one's sins, express an earnest desire to 
be forgiven, and promise never again to commit such sins intention- 
ally. Otherwise, one's invocation may be an empty reading of words. 


THE LAYOUT OF THIS BOOK 

The Arabic text of this edition is based on published versions of 
‘Allama Qutb al-Din al-Hanafi's Kitab Ad'‘iyat al-Hajj wa ‘l-Umra 
and on the Arabic text of Mawlana ‘Abd al-Majid’s Urdu trans- 
lation. It is completely vowelled and set in clear and legible script. 
A transliteration is also provided for those unable to read Arabic. 
Although one may use the transliterated text, learning to read Arabic 
from a qualified teacher is strongly encouraged. The English transla- 
tion is set on the facing pages so as not to disrupt fluid reading of 
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the Arabic for those who choose not to refer to the translation. Th 

chain of transmission (sanad) from “Allama Qutb al-Din al-Hanaf 

to Hasan al-Basri of the seventy prayers and biographical notes o1 
‘Allama Qutb al-Din can be found at the back of the book. : . AS 

Divine guidance and success (tawfiq) is only from Allah. | a: lll oS asaih| Sil laseiu 

grateful to Allah for granting me the ability to prepare this work 

for the English-speaking world and present these noble prayers set PRAYERS FOR FORG IVENESS 
before you. I pray that Allah make this work a cause of forgiveness | 
for myself, my family, my teachers, and all those who assisted in it that Save from the Hellfire 
publication (whether they were aware of it or not), for I do not hav. 

much else to put my hopes in to be saved from the Hellfire on ch: 

Day of Judgment. My simple request to all who derive benefit from 

this work is to pray that Allah accept me for the service of His din in 

spite of my immense shortcomings. Amin. 


ABpuR-RAHMAN IBN YUSUF MANGERA 
Muharram 10, 1425 | March 2, 2004 
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I were Your obedient servant; and You sustained me until it seemed 


obey You and You continue giving me respite? Long indeed have 
I disobeyed You and You have not punished me; and long indeed 
have I, with all my evil deeds, beseeched You and You have granted 
me my requests. What meager thanks of mine can measure up, in 
Your sight, to even one of Your many blessings upon me? 


(7) O Allah, I seek Your forgiveness for every sin for which | 
presented my repentance before You; and regarding which | 
stood before You swearing an oath in Your name and called Your 
friends from among Your servants to be my witnesses—that | 
would never return to disobeying You. But when Satan with 
*, \ his cunning tempted me to return to it; and Your forsaking me 
_ [due to Your anger over my impiety] caused me to [despairingly] 
_ waver toward it; and my lower self invited me to disobey You 
_ once more; I hid myself in shame from Your servants, but openly 
and daringly committed sins before You, though I knew full well 
that no covering nor any closed door could conceal me from You 
and no yeil could hide me from Your sight. I still defied You by 
disobediently doing what You had prohibited to me; but [despite 
my iniquity], You did not remove Your covering from me, but 
treated me equal to Your pious servants, as though I had always 


as though I were Your friend. Until when, O my Lord, will | dis. 
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betrayed my trust [of obedience], or whose perpetration my lowe 
self commended to me, or by which I violated the rights of m 
own body, or in doing which I gave precedence to my base desires 
over obedience to You, or from which I gained excessive delight 
or which I strove to do for the sake of another, or to which | lured 
my followers, or on which I remained stubborn against one who 
tried to prevent me, or in committing which I overcame one who 
tried to obstruct me or subdued him through my cunning, or 
into which my evil tendencies caused me to slip. 


(32) O Allah, I seek Your forgiveness for every sin for which] 


employed such cunning that invokes Your wrath, or in commit 


ting which I overcame those in Your obedience, or by which| 


lured—or intended to lure—one of Your creation into dis 


obeying You. And though I made it seem to Your servants that 
through my endeavors I seek You [and Your pleasure}, my true 
aim was to disobey You, and as such my desire was turned away 


from Your obedience. 


(33) O Allah, I seek Your forgiveness for every sin that You 
recorded against me because of my conceit, or ostentation, of 
desire to be heard, or malice, or rancor, or treachery, or pride, ot 
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g for sin, or oppression, or unwarranted cun- 
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Allah, T ee Your forgiveness for every sin that has 
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(41) O Allah, I seek Your forgiveness for every sin that remained ho 3 ere 5 ja s\? POAT ;| <i ¢ ta} > 
wits Has aE Ve 
hidden from Your creation but did not escape You—for which] Te . 3 als de Ca. ; 
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You still kept it concealed for me. 
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I walked with my legs, or toward which I extended my hands, 
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or which I closely observed with my eyes, or which | carefully ori ‘Al pel 4) — 3) (ofa: Lig ee Rd 
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au? ‘ i enemies ccg809 © 38 Ab 5! Gls ot 
in which I squandered of the sustenance You had provided me. Yo Bale 
_ Then, Baeereny ec aence I et You for more sustenance, 3 ie os a be 2 SA ~ eae 
and You provided it to me. Then again, I used Your sustenance in ee Se 2 p.. 
» disobeying You, but You kepr Your covering over me. Yet again aii ols 351331 ee qopits <3 by 2 lb 33 el Se 
asked You for more, and You still did not deprive me. Then after 
Your increase, I openly transgressed against You, but You did not ees 41, L. le lise NZ N35 ans de |e st Nt) 
humiliate me. I have thus constantly persisted in disobeying You, Ky - he 
and You have constantly remained clement and benevolent with co ene 559 es! ce 


me—O Most Benevolent of the benevolent! 


(43) O Allah, I seek Your forgiveness for every sin, the minor (ie Ate <i yas ors 3 ac s\? 25 ale | ¢&Y. 
of which warrants Your painful punishment, the major of which 


causes Your severe punishment to descend, and the committing ey Owes iiss ab] ay wthlis 4 Jibs uss es 
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(53) O Allah, I seek Your forgiveness for every sin that kills the OS) Le 55 O18) Axe wee { Es yr 532 of A AAU ho 
heart, and incites anxiety, and preoccupies the mind, and pleases ei? rahe siz a 
; -\e 3 Mee «|, o ay Sore 

Satan, and angers the All-Merciful. & Cal bs 35 oll aay a5 Sali pass 
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(54) O Allah, I seek Your forgiveness for every sin that leaves on dea5 oA pil re WS IS J Vac) jl wel 408) 


its heel despair of Your mercy, and despondency of Your forgive- 
ness, and deprivation of Your vast treasures. 
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(55) O Allah, I seek Your forgiveness for every sin for which | A YE (ot i ale ar 5 Js. as ed 3 i | <i € 


despised myself out of reverence for You. I expressed my repen- ; “fe A I an ae os 
tance to You and You accepted it. I invoked Your pardon and You pe ie (sand Ze Jiilas aan “I ae — 55 
» granted it. Then my base desires returned me to my old habits, as ‘3 i) bia; ; 
y _  Tonly longed for Your abundant mercy and generous forgiveness, Leb A gs es z ae) ea al sé 
j and fo t Yc th ts f i h ; d rte od h 72 ° nf 4 Ga) > 
rgo por rea ‘ [of punishment], and entertained hopes & ANS; peeled oJ 
of Your gracious promises [of reward]. Pan ; Cae 
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(56) O Allah, I seek Your forgiveness for every sin thar will rary real 3142 Cree Js ae < of a i (or) 
blacken my face on the day when the faces of Your friends will be : : : 
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whitened gad giaces of Your enemies will be blackened—when ie eae a be! I>} clic! o> Ryo HI §I year 
Your enemies will turn, one against another, in reproach, and You , ee a 
will say, Dispute not with each other in My presence, for I have Se iIL os! E545 35 ney (si \ewact Y O53 Oy 3G 


already sent to you advanced warning” {Qur'an 50:28]. 
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(57) O Allah, I seek Your forgiveness for every sin that I under. 


stood to be a sin and, out of shame before You, remained silent 
when remembering it; and every sin that I concealed in my heart 
burt You knew of in me, for You know what is secret and what is 


suill more hidden. 


(58) O Allah, I seek Your forgiveness for every sin that makes me 
detestable to Your servants, and repels from me Your friends; or 


that estranges me to those in Your obedience, due to the disqui- 
etude of my disobedience, my mounting grief, and my perpetra- 


tion of sins. 


(59) O Allah, I seek Your forgiveness for every sin that calls to 
unbelief, and prolongs indecisiveness in thought, and leads to 
poverty, and brings on hardship, and prevents prosperity, and 
rends the covering from over my sins, and prevents ease. 


(60) O Allah, I seek Your forgiveness for every sin that draws 
nearer [to people] their appointed times of death, and severs 
hopes [in Your mercy], and spoils good deeds. 
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(61) O Allah, I seek Your forgiveness for every sin that pollutes 
what You have made pure, and exposes of me what You have 
covered [of my wrongdoings], or makes repulsive what You have 


beautified in me. 


(62) O Allah, I seek Your forgiveness for every sin because of 
which Your promise cannot be obtained, and in the presence of 
which safety from Your wrath cannot be felt, Your mercy cannot 
descend, and Your permanent favors cannot be attained. 


(63) O Allah, I seek Your forgiveness for every sin in doing 
which I concealed myself from Your servants in the light of day 


but openly and daringly opposed You by committing in the dark- 


ness of night. This I did while knowing thar secrets are open to 
You, and that the hidden is exposed to You, and that nothing can 
protect me from Your punishment, nor can anything—neither 
my wealth nor my children—avail me before You, except that] 


come to You with a sound heart. 


(64) O Allah, I seek Your forgiveness for every sin that causes 
forgetfulness of Your remembrance; or that brings on its heel 
heedlessness of Your warning and drives me to senselessly feel 
safe from Your devising; or that causes me to despair of the good 


reward You possess. 
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(65) O Allah, I seek Your forgiveness for every sin that overtook 
me because I disrespectfully complained and objected to You for 
withholding Your subsistence from me, and because I turned 
away from You and inclined instead toward Your [powerless] ser- 


Be wits; AE FE S53 Hy 
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vants in submissiveness and earnest petition; whereas You had let 
me hear Your clear statement in Your Book, “But they humbled 
P not themselves to their Lord, nor did they submissively entreat 
{Him]” (Qur'an 23:76]. 


(66) O Allah, I seek Your forgiveness for every sin that remained 
_ with me because, when anxiety struck, I sought aid, succor, and 


_ support from someone besides You. y 
< & 53 
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(67) O Allah, I seek Your forgiveness for every sin to which fear ye Gat? 5>= Jae Gee Je sae) } eh Gy) 


; of someone besides You drove me, and it [the fear] called me to 
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US earnestly entreat one of Your creation or inclined me to yearn for Pas 

i what others besides You possessed—so I preferred to obey them fo Ma vad inten Dans Gs lb & 3G Sie is 
a and disobey You in order to lay hand on what they had, though] § omens ar ie 
Ee was aware that I am in need of You and thar I am never free and s\-¢ as EH is pl 


__ independent of Your support. 
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(68) O Allah, I seek Your forgiveness for every sin that my soul 


made seem to me trivial and small, and continued to make seem 


insignificant, until it finally entangled me in it. 


(69) O Allah, I seek Your forgiveness for every sin that Your pen 
recorded and Your knowledge encompassed—every one that | 
have committed and that I am to commit until the end of my 


life. I seek Your forgiveness for all my sins: the first and the last, 


the intentional and the unintentional, the few and the many, the 
minor and the major, the subtle and the noticeable, the past and 
the recent, the secret and the open and public—and all those] 


am to commit throughout my life. 


(70) O Allah, I seek Your forgiveness for every sin of mine.I 
ask You to forgive me all the injustices against Your servants that 
You have enumerated against me; for Your servants have against 
me many claims of violated rights and injustices to which J am 
held captive. O Allah, even if these evil deeds of mine are many 
in number, they are a paltry few in sight of Your forgiveness. 0 
Allah, any male or female servant of Yours who has against me 
a claim of injustice, that I forcibly seized from him something 
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(68) O Allah, I seek Your forgiveness for every sin that my soul 
made seem to me trivial and small, and continued to make seem 


insignificant, until it finally entangled me in it. 


(69) O Allah, I seek Your forgiveness for every sin that Your pen 
recorded and Your knowledge encompassed—every one that I 
have committed and that I am to commit until the end of my 
life. I seek Your forgiveness for all my sins: the first and the last, 
the intentional and the unintentional, the few and the many, the 
minor and the major, the subtle and the noticeable, the past and 
the recent, the secret and the open and public—and all those | 
am to commit throughout my life. 


(70) O Allah, I seek Your forgiveness for every sin of mine. ] 
ask You to forgive me all the injustices against Your servants that 
You have enumerated against me; for Your servants have against 
me many claims of violated rights and injustices to which I am 


held captive. O Allah, even if these evil deeds of mine are many 


in number, they are a paltry few in sight of Your forgiveness. O 
Allah, any male or female servant of Yours who has against me 
a claim of injustice, that I forcibly seized from him something 
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of his land or wealth or honor or body—whether he was absent ee 
Whe a em 
or present, or whether he or his representatives demanded from fi ras 7 
e compensation for it i ras le to return it to him eens 
me comp but neither was | able to re Niece? - me 
py : 


nor did I seek to be pardoned for it—I ask rhar You, with Your 
benevolence, generosity, and abundant treasures, satisfy them on Sueno? . °F 1- °.. 
g Y es, S STy GAN Moen @ SE Os a 
my behalf; and do not give them over me power to take away and i : 
& Me ; 1 AS ~ ? t - 
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decrease my good deeds. For indeed, You possess what can satisfy 
them on my behalf, and I do nor. And do not make a way for their 
bad deeds to overcome my good deeds on the Day of Judgment. 


[CONCLUDING PRAYERS] rica al oA er AN; on y a SPA. 
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I seek forgiveness from Allah—besides Whom there is nothing 
worthy of worship—the Living, the Self-Subsisting Sustainer of spite icali av, pt 6153 25 IE: % e 
: wb 


all creation. And I rurn to Him seeking forgiveness that increases 
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one hundred million times with every blink of the eye and with ar 
every breath, that remains as long as Allah remains and lasts as long Ss See 
for all of eternity— Bab el, de; re) (Na 55: 25 2 ALLS Sone 
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as Allah lasts; for His Dominion will never 
come to an end, cease, or die away. O Allah, accept this prayer. 
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O Allah, make mine a prayer that meets with Your acceptance , 
and a request that meets with Your blessing. Indeed You have Q».. 
23 5S 


power over all things. 
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O Allah, send blessings on our Master Muhammad, and upon the ran 5 ue ce | des 2 see Ut J je ai 
family of our Master Muhammad, and upon his Companions | 
and grant them abundant peace. Grant them abundant blessings 
and peace that remain as long as You remain and last as long as 
You last, that have bounds only You can know—blessings that 
please You and him, and by which You are pleased with us, 0 


Lord of the worlds! And for this, all praise is due to Allah. 
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Glory to your Lord, the Lord of All-Eminence, [who is far above] 
what they claim. And peace be upon all the Messengers. And all 
Praise is due to Allah, the Lord and Cherisher of the Worlds. 


_ [CONCLUDING NOTES] 

[Allama Qutb al-Din states:] “Here end ‘the prayers for forgive- 
ness that save from the Hellfire, attributed to Hasan al-Basri. I have 
quoted them from numerous editions. I also came across one edition 
of these prayers, at the beginning of which was mentioned that they 
had been related from our master, the leader of the faithful, ‘Ali [ibn 
Abi Talib] (may Allah ennoble his face and be pleased with him), 
and that he would recite them in the latter part of each night. It has 
been related thar the latter part of the night until the rise of dawn 
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is the most superior time for invoking Allah for forgiveness. Also, in 
many narrations, it is mentioned that the most complete formula for 
seeking forgiveness is to do so seventy times. 

I ask from all the believers who come across these prayers and 
benefit from them, that they not forget me in their good prayers 
and thar they seek forgiveness for me. [The translator and publisher 
requests the same.] We hope from Allah thar He forgive us all.” 


TRANSLITERATION 
e& 


lal um inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambin qawiya alayhi 
dani bi i “afiyatik(a), wa nalat-hu qudrati bi fadli nimatik(a), wa 
‘phasara saat ilayhi yadi bi si-ati rizqik(a), wa ‘htajabru ‘ani ‘n-nasi bi 
iz Wi Pttakaltu fihi “inda khawfi minka ‘ala amanik(a), w 
ahignu n m in sagwatika ‘alayya fihi bi hilmik(a), wa ‘awwaleu fihi ‘ala 
ram hika wa afwik(a). Fa salli ya Rabbi wa sallim wa barik ‘ala 
Sayin Resale) wa “ala Ali Sayyidina Muhammad(iw), 


nghh a" Khayra ‘l-ghafirin(a). 


mma inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambiy yad‘a ila ghada- 

bik(a) pyudni min sakhatik(a), aw yamilu bi ila ma nahaytani 

‘nh(u aw yuba“iduni ‘amma da-‘awtani ilayh(i). 

+} Alldhum ma inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambin aslamtu ilayhi 

n min khalgika bi ghawayati, aw khada‘tuhi bi hilati, fa 
minhu ma jahil(a), wa zayyantu laha mi qad ‘alim(a), wa 

ihadam bi awzari wa awzarim ma-a awzari. 


pAllahiimma inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambiy yad‘a ila ‘l-ghay- 
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y(i), wa yudillu ‘ani r-rushd(i), wa yugillu ‘l-wafr(a), wa yamhaqu t- 


talida(ta), wa yukhmilu dh-dhikr(a), wa yuqillu ‘l-‘adad{(a). 


5. Allahumma inniastaghfiruka li kulli dhambin at‘abru fihi jawarihi 
fi layli wa nahari, wa gadi ‘statartu haya'am min ‘ibadika bi sicrik(a), 
wa [4 sitra illa ma satartani bih(i). 


6. Allahumma inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambin qasadani bihia'dai 
li harki, fa sarafta kaydahum ‘anni, wa lam tu-inhum “ala fadihati 
kaanni laka muti-(uw), wa nasartani harta ka‘anni laka waliyy(un), 
Wa ila mata, ya Rabbi, a‘si fa cumhiluni? Wa ralama ‘asaytuka fa lam 
__ tuakhidhni, wa saalruka ‘ala sii fi'li fa a‘taytani, fa ayyu shukniy 
es, preaieat ‘indaka bi ni matim min ni-amika “alayy(a). 
7. . Allahumma i inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambin qaddamtu ilayka 
tawbati minh(u), wa wajahtuka bi qasami bik(a), wa ashhartu 
ich “ala nafsi bi dhalika awliyaaka min ‘ibadika anni ghayru ‘didin ila 
. -ma'siyatik(a), fa lamma qasadani ilayhi bi kaydihi ‘sh-shaytan(u), 
ie wa mila bi ilayhi I-khudhlan(u), wa da~atni nafsi ila ‘|-‘isyan(i), ista- 
aie -tartu hayaam min “ibadika jaraatam minni ‘alayk(a), wa ana alamu 
—_annahd /a yukinnuni minka sitruw wa 14 paniaw); wa [a yahjubu 
_ nazaraka hijab(un), fa khalaftuka fi ‘l-ma’siyati ila ma nahaytani 
SNe “‘anh(u), thumma ma kashafta ‘s-sitr(a), wa sawaytani bi awliyaik(a), 
x ie kafanni la azalu laka muti-‘aw, wa ila amrika musri-~aw, wa min 
__ wa-idika fazi-‘an, fa labistu ‘ala ‘ibadik(a), wa 1a ya‘lamu sarirati 
ghayruk(a), fa lam tasimni bi ghayri simatihim, bal asbaghta ‘alayya 
mithla ni matihim, thumma faddaltani bi dhilika ‘alayhim ka‘anni 
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atihim, wa ma dhaka ill li hilmika wa fadli ni'matika 
ainka) alayy(a). Fa laka ‘l-hamdu ya Mawlay(a). Fa asaluka 
hu kar ‘satartaha ‘alayya fi d-dunya, alla tafdahani bihi 


giyamat ,ya Arhama ‘r-rahimin(a). 


ir n astaghfruka li kulli dhambin sahirtu fihi laylati 
‘tta‘anni li ityanihi wa ‘t-takhallusi ila wujadihi wa 
- tahsilih(), harez ‘idha asbahtu hadartu ilayka bi hilyati 's-salihin(a), 
ama mud dmirui n ae ridaka, ya Rabba ‘|-‘alamin(a). 


nn nniastaghfiruka li kulli dhambin zalamru bi sababihi 
in wink), wa nasartu bihi ‘aduwwam min a‘da‘ik(a), 

man f fibi li ghayri mahabbarik(a), aw nahadtu fihi ila ghayri 
labtu fihi ila ghayri amrik(a). 


: (a |, aw vd ha 

mma_inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambiy ae 'd- 

hna(a), wa yuhillu ‘l-bala'(a), wa yushmitu ‘l-ada'(a), wa yak- 
— a yahbisu’ |-gatra mina ’s-samA(i). 


| inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambin alhani ‘amma 

tani ila yh), wa amartani bihi aw nahaytani ‘anh(u), aw 

fant-alayhi mimma fihi ‘l-hazzu li, wa ‘|-bulighu ila ridaka wa 
mal Sistiks wa itharu |-qurbi mink(a). 


tumma inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambin nasituha fa 
iG), wa tahawantu bihi fa athbattah(ii), wa jahartuka bihi fa 
fai alayy(a), wa law cubtu ilayka minhu la ghafartah(i). 


ai n ni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambin tawaqqa‘tu minka 


=. —~, i 
umm 


r 
e+ 


"7 
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gabla ‘ngidaihi ta‘jila ‘l-“uqiba(ti), fa amhaltani wa asbalta ‘alayya 
sitran, fa lam alu fi hatkihi ‘anni juhdan. 

14. Allahumma inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambin nahaytani ‘anhu 
fa khalaftuka ilayh(i), wa hadhdhartani iyyahu fa agamtu “alayh(i), 
wa gabbahrahi ‘alayya fa zayyanat-hu [i nafsi. 

15. Allahumma inni astaghfruka li kulli dhambiy yasrifu ‘anni 
rahmatak(a), aw yuhillu bi niqmatak(a), aw yahrimuni karamatak(a), 
aw yuzilu ‘anni ni matak(a). 

16. Allahumma inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambin ‘ayyartu bihi 
fahadam min khalgik(a), aw gabbahtu min fili ahadim mim 


_ bariyyatik(a), chumma tagahhameu “alayhi wa ‘ntahaktuhi jardacam 


minni ‘alayk(a). 


ki 
17. Allahumma inni astaghfruka li kulli dhambin tubtu ilayka 


minhu wa aqdamtu ala fi'lih(i), fa ‘stahyaytu minka wa ana ‘alayh(i), 
wa rahibruka wa ana fih(i), thumma ‘stagalruka minhu wa ‘uttu 
iayh(i). 

18. Allahumma inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambin tawarraka ‘alayya 
wa wajaba fi shayin fa-alruha bi sababi ‘ahdin ‘ahittuka ‘alayh(i), 
aw ‘aqdin ‘agattuhi lak(a), aw dhimmatin 4laytu biha min ajlika 
li ahadim min khalgik(a), thumma nagadtu dhilika min ghayri 
darararil lazimatni fih(i), bali ‘stanzalani ‘ani l-wafaii bihi'|-barar(u), 
wa as-khatani ar ri-“Ayatihi ‘l-ashar(u). 


19. Allahumma inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambil lahiqani bi sababi 


ES Allahu 


“ia 
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= ta biha ‘alayy(a), fa taqgawwaytu biha ‘ala ma~asik(a), 


i a — wa a biha ‘ala wa-‘idik(a). 


sah Wa a ae wa athartu fihi mahabbati ‘ala amrik(a), 


ardayou nafsi bi ghadabik(a), wa ‘arratcuha li sakharik(a), idh 
nahaytani- wa gqaddamta ilayya fihi indharaka wa tahajjajea ‘alayya 


Ballay ta 


pe . 


fsi fa a ansay 


fhi wa 


mien 
3. Al lah num 


- oat 

bi hilum 
4. Alb n m 

mitkarad 


\aita va’ 


ws be Sa 


‘ ik(a), wa astaghfiruka ‘Llahumma wa atiibu ilayk(a). 


ae inmi astaghfiruka li kulli dhambin ‘alimruhu min 


fuhu aw dhakartuh(i), aw ta“ammattuhii aw akhra’tu 


uwa mimma 14 ashukku annaka musiili ‘anh(u), wa anna 
nasi bit murtahinarul ladayk(a), wa in kuntu gad nasituhii wa gha- 
far S Sh nafsi 


ia 


2. Albums inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambiw wajahtuka 


d aygantu annaka tarani ‘alayh(i), fa nawaytu an atuba 7 


ih emia nu) Wa unsitu an astaghfiraka minh(u), ansanihi ‘sh- 


ama inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambin dakhaltu fihi bi 


ni fika annaka 14 tu-‘adhdhibuni ‘alayh(i), wa rajawtuka li 


ihi fa aqdamru ‘alayh(i), wa gad ‘awwaltu nafsi ‘ala ma rifati 
all tafdahani bihi ba‘da idh satartahii “alayy(a). 


samt inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambini ‘stawjabeu bihi 
ad-du-a(i), wa hirmana’|-ijabati wa khaybara't-tama'(i), 


oS a'(i). 
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25. Allahumma inni astaghfrruka li kulli dhambiy yarithu ‘l-asqama 
wa d-dina, wa yujibu ‘n-niqama wa ‘I-bala'(a), wa yakiinu yawma |- 
giyamati hasrataw wa nadama(tan). 

26. Allahumma inni astaghfruka li kulli dhambiy yu-aqqibu 
‘-hasra(ta), wa yarithu ‘n-nadama(ta), wa yahbisu ‘r-rizq(a), wa 
yaruddu d-du-&‘(a). 


27. Allahumma inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambim madahtuhi 
bi lisani, aw admartuhi bi janani, aw hashshar ilayhi nafsi, aw 
athbarruhi bi lisani, aw ataytuhii bi f-“Ali, aw katabruhi bi yadi, awi 
‘rtakabruhii aw arkabru fihi ‘ibadak(a). 
28. Allahumma inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambin khalawtu bihi fi 
layli wa nahari, wa arkhayra fihi ‘alayya‘s-sitara haythu 1a yarani fihi 
illa anta ya Jabbar(u), fa reabat nafsi fih(i), wa tahayyartu bayna tarki 
laha bi khawfika wa ‘neihaki laha bi husni ‘z-zanni fik(a), fa sawwalat 
li nafsi -iqdama ‘alayh(i), wa ana “arifun bi ma‘siyati fihi lak(a). 
29. Allahumma inni astaghfruka li kulli dhambini ‘staqlaltuhii fa 
sta zamtah(ai), wa ‘stasgharcuhi fa ‘stakbartah(i), wa warratani fihi 
jahli bih(i). 
30. Allahumma inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambin adlaleu bihi 
ahadam min khalgik(a), aw asa'tu bihi ila ahadim mim bariyyatik(a), 
aw zayyanat-hu li nafsi, aw ashartu bihi ila ghayri, aw dalaleu ‘alayhi 
siway(a), wa asrartu ‘alayhi bi ‘amdi, aw agamtu “alayhi bi jahli. 


31. Allahumma inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambin khuntu bihi 
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minatiya Be ahsana li nafsi flah(a), aw akhta’tu bihi ‘ala badani, aw 
Ugaddameu fihi ‘alayka shahwati, aw kaththartu fihi ladhdhati, aw sa- 
i. li Be’ awi istaghwaytu ilayhi man taba~ani, aw kabartu 


ahumma inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambini ‘sta“‘antu ‘alayhi 
tin tudni min ghadabik(a), awi ‘stazhartu bi naylihi ‘ala ahli 
: tik(a), awi stalamtu bihi ahadam min khalgika ila ma‘siyatika 
(i); wa raayru bihi “ibadaka aw labistu ‘alayhi bi f-“Ali 
oe hilati een): wa |-muradu bihi ma‘siyatuk(a), wa ‘I- 


‘an ta-atik(a). 


a inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambin katabtahi 


aw shahn@in, aw khiyanatin, aw khuyalia, aw farahin, 
rahin, aw ‘anadin, aw hasadin, aw asharin, aw batarin, aw 
amiyyatin, aw asabiyyatin, aw ridain, aw rajain, aw shubhin, 
2 7 akh iin, aw zulmin, aw hilatin, aw sarigatin, aw kadhibin, aw 
gl pati a, aw lahwin, aw laghwin, aw namimatin, aw labin, aw naw- 


a -anwa-i mimma yuktasabu bi mithlihi dh-dhunab(u), wa 
a fi triba-ihi I“atabu wa'l-hab(u). 


34 All Umma inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambir rahibu fihi 
‘a ik(a), Wa ‘adaytu fihi awliya’ak(a), wa walaytu fihi adaak(a), 
wk idhaltu fihi ahibbaak(a), wa ta-arradtu li shayim min 


Gye ghee: 
hac - a). 
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35. Allahumma inni astaghfrruka li kulli dhambin sabaga fi ‘ilmika 
anni fa-iluha bi qudratika ‘Ilati gadarta biha ‘alayya wa ‘ala kullj 
shay ’(in). 


36. Allahumma inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambin tubtu ilayka 
minhu thumma ‘uttu fih(i), wa nagadtu fihi ‘I-“ahda fim bayni wa 
baynaka jaraatam minni ‘alayka li ma‘rifati bi ‘afwik(a). 

37. Allahumma inni astaghfruka li kulli dhambin adnani min 
‘adhabik(a), aw anani min thawabik(a), aw hajaba ‘anni rahmatak(a), 
a hod kaddara ‘alayya nimatak(a). 
yaa 38. Allahumma inni astaghfruka li kulli dhambin halalru bihi 
“age an shadatrah(ii), aw shadatru bihi ‘aqdan halalrahii bi khayriw 
ah(a), fa lahigani shubhun fi nafsi, hurimtu bihi khayran 
a i aw haramtu bihi nafsan tastahiqquh(i). 


humma inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambini 'rtakabeuhi bi 
a f tik(a), aw tamakkanru minhu bi fadli ni‘matik(a), aw 


L 


ilmikz 
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m yazt ‘ank(a), fa'stagalruka minhu fa agaltani, thumma 


humm: pinni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambin khatawtu ilayhi 
madattu ilayhi yadi, aw taammaltuht bi basari, aw 


pest 


bi udhuni, aw nataqtu bihi bi lisani, aw atlaftu fihi ma 


na starzaqruka ‘ala ‘isyani fa razaqtani, chumma ‘sta- 
a isyanika fa satarta ‘alayy(a), thumma sa‘alruka 


T n tahrimni, thumma jahartuka ba‘da 'z-ziyadati fa 


i oe azalu musirran “ala ma‘siyatika wa 14 tazalu ‘“a’idan 


awa karamika, ya Akrama ‘l-akramin(a). 


1 mma i ani astaghfiruka li kulli dhambiy yajibu saghiruha 


ninhu ill 
a + 


mma inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambiy yuzilu ‘n-ni- 


ya yu-ajjilu 'l-alam(a), wa yarithu ‘n-nadam(a). 


bo ave) 
< a} 


hai (a), wa yuhillu kabiruhi shadida ‘igabik(a), wa fi 
jiu n get) wa fi l-israri Woes zawalu ni ae 


) wa lam yalam bihi ahadun ghayruk(a ),: mimmiéa la 


Tile 
a 


‘ fa yu muda-ifu ‘s-sayyi‘at(i), wa yuhillu ‘n-naqamat(i), wa 


e 


a a ‘afwuk(a), wa [a yasa“uha illa maghfiratuka wa 


1 ‘n-nigam(a), wa yahtiku ‘l-haram(a), wa yutilu ‘s- 


i astaghfiruka li kulli dhambiy yamhaqu |- 


abba ‘s-samawart(i). 
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47. Allahumma inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambin anta ahaqqu bi 
maghfiratihi idh kunta awila bi sicrih(i), fa innaka Ahlu ‘t-taqwa wa 
Ablu ‘l-maghfrra(u1). 
48. Allahumma inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambin zalamm bi 
sababihi waliyyam min awliyaika musa-adatal |i a‘da’ik(a), wa may- 
lam ma~a ahli ma‘siyarika ‘ala ahli ta“atik(a). 
49. Allahumma inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambin albasani kathratu 
inhimaki fihi dhilla(taw), wa ayasani min wujidi rahmatik(a), aw 
qgasura bi |-yassu ‘ani r-ruja‘i ila ca~“atik(a), li ma‘rifati bi ‘azimi jurmi 
wa sii zanni bi nafsi. 
50. Allahumma inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambin awrachani I-hala- 
kara law 1a hilmuka wa rahmatuk(a), wa adkhalani dara‘|-bawari law 
14 ni matuk(a), wa salaka bi sabila ‘I-ghayyi law 1a irshaduk(a). 
51. Allahumma inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambiy yakiinu f jeirahihi 
qatu r-raja(i), wa raddu d-du-Aa(i), wa cawaturu ‘I-bala(i), wa 
taradufu ‘I-humim(i), wa cada-‘ufu ‘I-ghumim(i). 
52. Allahumma inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambiy yaruddu ‘anka 
du-4i, wa yutilu fi sakharika ‘anaii, aw yugsiru ‘anka amali. 


53. Allahumma inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambiy yumitu ‘l-galb(a), 
wa yushilu ‘I-karb(a), wa yushghilu ‘I-fikr(a), wa yurdi ‘sh-shay- 
tan(a), wa yus-khitu ‘r-Rahman(a). 


54. Allahumma inni astaghfruka li kulli dhambiy yu-aqgibu ‘l-ya’sa 
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nk(a), wa I-qunita mim maghfratik(a), wa ‘l-hirmana 
% 

lahumma inni astaghfruka li kulli dhambin amgattu “alayhi 

lak(a), wa azhartu laka ‘t-tawbata fa qabilt(a), wa sa‘altuka 

wt(a), thumma a-adani ‘I-hawa ila mu-~awadati tama- 

wa karami afwik(a), nasiyal li wa-‘idika rajiyal 


:. ‘inni astaghfrruka li kulli dhambiy yarithu sawada 
hi ya a tabyaddu wujahu awliydika wa taswaddu wujihu 

idiik(a))idh aqbala ba‘duhum “ala ba‘diy yatalawaman(a), fa taqiil(u): 

khtasimi |: dayya wa qad gaddamtu ilaykum bi'l-wa-‘id(i). 


Ghumma inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambin fahimruh(a), wa 
anhu Seyeam minka ® inda dhikrih(i), aw katamtuhi fi sadri 
shan i, fa innaka ta‘lamu 's-sirra wa akhfa. 

lahum . }inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambiy yubghiduni ila 
ee anni awliyaak(a), aw yahi-shuni min ahli 
ci ‘l-ma-asi wa rukabi 'l-habi wa ‘rtikabi dh- 


llghumma inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambiy yada ila ‘I-kuf- 
ayutilu I-fikr(a), wa yarithu ‘I-faqr(a), wa yajlibu'l“usr(a), wa 
di ‘ani I-khayr(i), wa yahtiku’s-sitr(a), wa yamna~u’l-yusr(a). 
Hahur ima inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambiy yudni 'I-ajal(a), 
“ul L-imal(a), wa yashinu 'J-a‘ml(a). 


- 
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47. Allahumma inni astaghfruka li kulli dhambin anta ahaqqu bi 
maghhratihi idh kunta awla bi sitrih(i), fa innaka Ahlu ‘t-taqwa wa 
Ahlu ‘I-maghfirra(ti). 

48. Allahumma inni astaghfruka li kulli dhambin zalammu bi 
sababihi waliyyam min awliyaika musa~adatal li a‘da’'ik(a), wa may- 
lam ma~a ahli ma‘siyatika ‘ala ahli ta-‘atik(a). 

49. Allahumma inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambin albasani kathratu 
inhimaki fihi dhilla(caw), wa ayasani min wujidi rahmatik(a), aw 
qasura bi L-ya'su ‘ani r-ruja’i ila ca~‘atik(a), li ma‘rifati bi ‘azimi jurmi 
wa sii zanni bi nafsi. 

50. Allahumma inni astaghfruka li kulli dhambin awrachani -hala- 
kata law 1a hilmuka wa rahmatuk(a), wa adkhalani dara ‘I-bawari law 

Tn, ni matuk(a), wa salaka bi sabila ‘I-ghayyi law Ia irshaduk(a). 


51. Allahumma inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambiy yakiinu fi jeirahihi 
gat‘u -raja(i), wa raddu d-du-a(i), wa tawaturu ‘I-bala‘(i), wa 
taradufu I-humim(i), wa tada-‘ufu ‘I-ghumum(i). 

52, Allahumma inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambiy yaruddu ‘anka 
du-i, wa yutilu fi sakhatika ‘andi, aw yugsiru ‘anka amali. 

53. Allahumma inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambiy yumitu 'l-qalb(a), 


wa yushilu ‘I-karb(a), wa yushghilu ‘I-fikr(a), wa yurdi ‘sh-shay- 
tan(a), wa yus-khiru r-Rahman(a). 


54. Allahumma inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambiy yu-aqqibu 'l-ya'sa 
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natik(a), wa |-qunita mim maghfiratik(a), wa ‘l-hirmana 
i ma ‘indak(a). 
| humma inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambin amgattu ‘“alayhi 
siijl pee a), wa azhartu laka ‘t-tawbata fa gabilt(a), wa sa‘altuka 
a fi fawe(a), thumma a-adani ‘I-hawa ila mu-‘awadati tama- 
iisi-ati rahmatika wa karami ‘afwik(a), ndsiyal li wa“idika rajiyal 
nil wa a'dik LK a). 
All i inni astaghfruka li kulli dhambiy yirithu sawada 
ni yawma tabyaddu wujahu awliydika wa taswaddu wujihu 
ihagbala ba‘duhum “ala ba‘diy yatalawamiin(a), fa taqiil(u): 
imu ladayya wa gad gaddamtu ilaykum bi'l-wa-id(i). 
humma inni astaghfruka li kulli dhambin fahimeuh(a), wa 
fi anhu hayaam minka ‘inda dhikrih(i), aw katameuhi fi sadri 
“dimrahi i minni, fa innaka ta lamu’s-sirra wa akhfa. 
inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambiy yubghiduni ila 
a), Wa yunafhiru ‘anni awliydak(a), aw yihi-shuni min ahli 
ik(a), bi wahshati ‘I-ma-‘asi wa rukabi ‘l-hibi wa ‘rtikabi ‘dh- 


PAllhumma inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambiy yad“1 ila 'L-kuf 
Swayutilu I-fikr(a), wa yarithu ‘l-faqr(a), wa yajlibu'l-usr(a), wa 
ddu ‘ani i -khayr(i), wa yahtiku’s-sitr(a), wa yamna-u’l-yusr(a). 


llahur r inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambiy yudni ‘- ajal(a), 


agta- ‘u l-amal(a), wa yashinu ‘l-a‘mal(a). 


a 


" 
° 
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61. Allahumma inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambiy yudannisu ma fecaech tu “indaha bi ghayrik(a), wa ‘sta~antu “alayha bi 
tag yy | -gh ghay y 
tahhartah(a), wa yakshifu ‘anni ma satartah(i), aw yugabbihu minni | va'sta ramdattu bi ahadin fiha dinak(a). 
ma zayyantah(i). illahumma inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambin hamalani ‘alayhi 
62. Allahumma inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambil 1a yunalu bihi wou | own  ghayrik(a), wa da~Aani ila ‘t-tadarru-i li ahadim min 
“Ghduk(a), wa la yu'manu ma‘aha ghadabuk(a), wa 14 tanzilu bihi Ka); awi ‘stamalani ila ‘t-tama-i fima ‘inda ghayrik(a), fa 
rabmaruk(a)) wa 1d tadomn ma-% ni‘macuk(a). ta-ataha fi ma siyatika ‘stijlabal lima fi yadayh(i), wa ana 
; -thmubi ha jadi ilayka kama la ghina li ‘ank(a). 
63. Allahumma inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambini ‘stakhfaytu bihi . 3 
ne eee esha Sn dn.) a ea ee ari. ‘a /Allahumma inni astaghfruka |i kulli dhambim maththalar li 
ytigacss Poanticalayk(a) Cla ae ae, anna eae cndaka /nafsi s lala a wa sawwarat li'stisgharah(a), wa qallalat-hu harca 
‘alaniya(cun), wa anna ‘I-khafyyata “indaka bariza(tun), wa annahi Peete 
Bm = ‘:4 yamna-uni minka mani-(un), wa [a yanfa-‘uni ‘indaka nafi-‘um a himma inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambin jara bihi 
a mim maliw wa banin(a), illa an ataytuka bi qalbin salim(in). an): pwa ahata bihi ‘“lmuka fiyya wa ‘alayya ila akhiri ‘ume 
} 3 i jami- rf dhunabi kulliha, awwaliha wa akhiriha, ‘amdiha wa 
| 64. Allahumma inni astaghfruka li kulli dhambiy yurithu ‘n- pS iha wa kathiriha, saghiriha wa kabiriha, dagiqiha wa 
- nisyana li dhikrik(a), aw yu-aqgibu ‘I-ghaflata ‘an tahdhirik(a), wa Gadimiha wa hadichiha, sirriha wa jahriha wa ‘alaniyariha, 


a yatamada bi ila ‘I-amni mim makrik(a), aw yu'ayyisuni min khayri ~ walima ana g mudhnibun fi jami-i “mri. 
, maa si F \ 
indak(a). 90. Allahum ma inni astaghfruka li kulli dhambil li, wa asaluka an 


= ee. Allihumma inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambil lahigani bi sababi | ahi ui ralim a ahsayta ‘alayya min mazalimi '|-‘ibadi qibali, fa inna li 
‘Sachi ‘alayka fi ihbasi r-rizqi alayy(a), wa shikayati mink(a), wa iradi | Wad a alay hugiigan wa mazalima wa ana biha murtahin(un). 
Al a ma wa in kanat kathiratan fa innaha fi jambi ‘afwika 


. ‘ank(a), wa mayli ila “‘ibadika bi ‘l-istikanati lahum, wa ‘t-tadarru-i a). bdi “hadika 
a tun). Allahumma ayyuma ‘abdim min “ibadika aw amatim 
ilayhim, wa gad asma‘tani gawlaka fi muhkami kicabik(a): fama es Kanat lah mazlimatun ‘indi, qad ghasabruhii “alayha fi 


eee ea Yataciarra-n(2). | arc las ge hi aw irdihi aw badanih(i), aw ghaba aw hadara huwa 
66. Allahumma inni astaghfiruka li kulli dhambil lazimani bi sababi | muh yutalibuni biha wa lam astati an aruddaha ilayhi wa 
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lam astahlilha minh(u), fa as'aluka bi karamika wa jidika wa si“ati 
ma ‘indak(a), an turdiyahum ‘anni, wa 14 taj-‘al lahum “alayya shayam 
munaqgisatam min hasanati, fa inna ‘indaka ma yurdihim, wa laysa 
‘indi ma yurdihim, wa 14 tajal yawma ‘I-giyamati li sayyiatihim ‘ala 
hasanati sabilan. 

Astaghfiru ‘Liaha ‘Iladhi [a ilaha illa Huwa ‘l-Hayyu ‘|-Qayyaimu wa 
arubu ilayh(i), ‘stighfaray yazidu fi kulli carfati ‘ayniw wa cahrikati 
nafsim miata alfi alfi dif{iy), yadimu ma-a dawami ‘Llahi wa 
yabga ma-a baqaii ‘Llah(i), ‘Iladhi 14 fana’a wa 1a zawala wa ‘ncigala 
li mulkih(i), abada ‘l-abidina wa dahra d-dahirin(a), sarmadan fi 
sarmad(in), istajib bi Llah(i). 

Allahumma jal du-aaw wafaga ijaba(taw), wa masalataw wafagat 
minka “atiyya(tan), innaka ‘ala kulli shay’in gadir(un). 

Allahumma salli ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammadiw wa “ala Ali Sayyidina 
Muhammadiw wa sahbihi wa sallim tasliman kathiran, salatan 
daimatam bi dawamika bagiyatam bi baqa‘ik(a), 1a muntaha laha 
dina “ilmik(a), salatan curdika wa turdihi wa tarda biha anni, ya 
Rabba ‘I-alamin(a), wa sallim kadhalik(a), wa ‘l-hamdu li ‘Llahi ala 
dhalik(a). 

Subhana Rabbika Rabbi ‘I“izzati ‘amma yasifan(a), wa salamun ‘ala 
‘l-mursalin(a), wa ‘I-hamdu li’Llahi Rabbi ’l-‘alamin(a). 
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Chain of Transmission 
of the Prayers for Forgiveness 
that Save from the Hellfire 


84 ¢ PRAYERS FOR FORGIVENESS 


‘Allama Qutb al-Din al-Hanafi (may Allah Most High have mercy on 
him) states in his book Prayers of Hajj and ‘Umra:“When the night 
of Tarwiya, the seventh night of Dha ‘l-Hijja, arrives, one should 
recite the ‘Prayers of Forgiveness that Save from the Hellfire’ attributed 
to Hasan al-Basri (may Allah be pleased with him)—during this 
night. Those whom Allah has guided toward good fortune (sa‘ada) 
from among His special friends and righteous servants recite this 
punctually. My father Shaykh ‘Ala’ al-Din (may Allah have mercy 
on him) used to recite them regularly. 

I relate these prayers from him through my transmission from 
his teacher, the hadith master of the world, the illuminating sun of 


the community and religion, Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Rahmin al- 


Sakhawi (may Allah have mercy on him); [who relates] from [two 
people,] the Shaykh, Ascetic, and Sufi, Aba ‘l-“Abbas Ahmad ibn 
Muhammad al-‘Agabi, and from the virtuous and righteous lady, 
remnant of the ay generations, Umm Muhammad Zaynab bint 
‘“Abdillah al-Irbani. The former [Abia ‘I-“Abbas] says, “The righ- 
teous female scholar Umm “Isa Maryam bint al-Shab Ahmad ibn 
Muhammad ibn Ibrahim al-Adhrui al-Hanafi informed us;” and 
the latter [Umm Muhammad] says, “Al-Shihab Ahmad ibn al-Najm 
Ayyab ibn Ibrahim al-Qarafi, who was known as Ibn al-Munaffar 
and was a pious man, informed us—who then both narrate from 
Abia ‘l-Hasan ‘Ali ibn “Umar ibn Abi Bakr al-WaAni al-Safi, [only 
that] the second narrator adds that she heard the narration directly 
from him; that we were informed by Aba ‘I-Qasim ‘Abd al-Rahman 
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ibn Makki al-Tarabulisi al-Safi; they say that we were informed by 
Aba Tahir Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Silafi al-Safi, who says we 
were informed by Aba ‘Abdillah Ahmad ibn “Ali al-Aswani al-Safi, 
in Isfahan, who says we were informed by Abi al-Hasan ‘Ali ibn 
Shuja° ibn Muhammad al-Shaybani al-Masqali, during his admoni- 
tion, that we were informed by Abia ‘Ali Ahmad ibn “Uthman al- 
Zaydi al-Safi, from Junayd al-Baghdadi from Sari al-Saqati from 
Ma‘raf al-Karkhi, who said we were informed by Ma‘bad ibn ‘Abd 
al-Aziz al-‘Abid from Hasan al-Basri (may Allah be pleased with 
him) who says: 

I had always wished to see a friend or dear servant of Allah, either 
while awake or in a dream, so that I could ask him of a need of mine, 
until one year, while I was standing in ‘Arafat at noon, I suddenly 
noticed eight people by the Arak [trees] in the environs of the Valley 
of Numan facing the Mount of the Valley of Sakharat. I resolved 
thar they were the ones I was seeking, so I approached them and 
greeted them, to which they responded most cordially. Among them 


was an elderly man whose face Allah had illuminated and its bril- 


liance was ascending to the horizon. I sat with them and felt little in 
myself when I observed the calmness and tranquility they possessed 
in them. Then one of them stood up, made the call for prayer, and 
then made the call to commence. Ar this the elderly man proceeded 
forth and led them in prayer. I prayed with them, and I knew that 
there was no prayer—nor would there be any—recorded in my book 
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ibn Makki al-Tarabulisi al-Safi; they say that we were informed by 

Abi Tahir Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Silafi al-Safi, who says we 

were informed by Abii ‘Abdillah Ahmad ibn ‘Ali al-Aswani al-Safi, 
in Isfahan, who says we were informed by Abi al-Hasan ‘Ali ibn 

Shuja ibn Muhammad al-Shaybini al-Masqali, during his admoni- 
tion, that we were informed by Aba ‘Ali Ahmad ibn “Uthmian al- 
Zaydi al-Safi, from Junayd al-Baghdadi from Sari al-Saqati from 
Ma ‘raf al-Karkhi, who said we were informed by Mabad ibn ‘Abd 
al-‘Aziz al-‘Abid from Hasan al-Basri (may Allah be pleased with 
him) who says: 

I had always wished to see a friend or dear servant of Allah, either 
while awake or in a dream, so that I could ask him of a need of mine, 
until one year, while I was standing in ‘Arafat at noon, I suddenly 
noticed eight people by the Arak [trees] in the environs of the Valley 

of Nu‘man facing the Mount of the Valley of Sakharat. I resolved 
that they were the ones I was seeking, so I approached them and 
greeted them, to which they responded most cordially. Among them 
was an elderly man whose face Allah had illuminated and its bril- 
liance was ascending to the horizon. J sat with them and felk little in 
myself when I observed the calmness and tranquility they possessed 
in them. Then one of them stood up, made the call for prayer, and 
then made the call to commence. At this the elderly man proceeded 
forth and led them in prayer. I prayed with them, and I knew that 
there was no prayer—nor would there be any—recorded in my book 
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of deeds with a value like this one. After the prayer, he faced in the 
direction of the Ka‘ba and then said: “For Allah is abundant praise.” 
I did not hear him say anything other than that. I feared that m . Bc i 4 : 
opportunity to be ot ee am benefit from them] would oa q ALLAMA QuTB AL-DIN ALT sinh 
or that they would soon take leave of me, so I said to the one next to ee 
me, By Allah, the One Who has chosen you, how have you achieved 
this {grear] status and [moral] excellence?” His face changed, and he 
opened his eyes [in surprise], upon which the elderly man said to him, 
“Whomever Allah guides, he is truly guided. Show him the way; may 
Allah have mercy on you.” So the one besides me said to me, “I used 


Qutb ae al-Hanafi (may Allah have mercy on him) is 
d d ibn eomad a eens ibn GE ibn Ya qub 


to recite the Prayers of Forgiveness that Save from the Hellfire’ dur- | ; 

_ ing three nights. I asked as to exactly what these prayers were and aa in Soyarat, Inia, he was born in 917 ax (su Ca)/an 

eet tatetasiiey were recived? He said, [I recite chem on] the Lahore and became an inhabitant of the noble city of Makka, where 
iP nights of the seventh, ninth and tenth of Dha ‘I-Hijja, and if the one 7 ; i SE ae | 

"reciting them really knows what he is reciting and what words he is —-. * Miufar (Juris-Consulr) of Makka. He was 

) Quranic commentator, hadith master (héfiz), poet, an 


ding scholar of Arabic language, literature, history, and the 


uttering, itis incumbent upon Allah to provide him with security on 2 
Transm itted and bogical sciences, and he was one of the foremost 


the day of great grief [ Judgment Day], and to distinguish him with 

[His] mercy and friendship.” I said, “Teach me these prayers; may 
ah M i So he said walls 

Allah Most High have mercy on you.’ So he said ro me falls ‘Ali al-Qari Be cata ol. Ping al’ Sanbar. 

folk died under his father, Shaykh ‘Ala al-Din, and under 
Shaykh Muhammad al-Tanisi, Nasir al-Din al-Laqani, Ahmad ibn 


int s al-Shalabi, Jamal al-Din Hirbaqi, and the Yemeni hadith 
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al“Abdari al-Zabidi. In 943 an, he traveled to Egypt and studied 
under Abu “Abdillah Muhammad ibn Ya‘qiib al-“Abbasi al-Muta- 
wakkil ‘ala Allah (d. 950 an) and under some students of Jalal 
al-Din al-Suyati. 22 took the spiritual path (tariqa) from Shaykh 
‘Ala al-Din al-Kirmani al-Nagshbandi (d. 939 an). He also traveled 
twice to Istanbul for knowledge, after which he returned to Makka. 

He related the Sahih of Imam Aba Isma‘il al-Bukhari through 
one of the shortest known chains, comprising only eight links 
between him and the great Imam. Among his written works are 
Tarikh al-Ka‘ba al-Musharrafa (History of the Noble Kaba), Al- 
Tlam bi Alam Baytillah al-Haram (The Guide to the Luminaries of 
the Noble House of Allah), and Tabagat al-Hanaftyya (Degrees of 
the Hanafi Jurists)—the third was destroyed in a fire among some 
other of his works. 

He was held in high esteem by the Ottoman Turks, and with the 
stipends received from them, he would purchase useful and precious 
books and distribute them among those in need of them. He died on 
Saturday 27 Rabi al-Thani 990 an (1582 CE), or 991 AH (1583 CE), 
during the morning call to prayer. 


Adapted from the forthcoming publication Balad Allah al-Haram wa Alam 
al-Hanafiyya al-Kiram, by Shaykh Abmad ibn Muhammad Bagia. 
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THE ACT OF SEEKING FORGIVENESS is what gives us the opening we need after 
feeling overwhelmed by the burden of sin. Forgiveness means a way out, another 
chance, a feeling of hope with which to curn a new page in life. It is through the 

seeking of forgiveness that we begin to understand that there is no reason whatso- 

ever to despair of the mercy of Allah. Islam encourages us to not run away in fear of 
Allah but rather co rurn to Allah the same way a baby would run into its mother’s 

lap. So lovingly does Allah Most High address His sinful servants: “Say (to human- 
ity, O Muhammad): O My servants who have harmed themselves by their own 

excess, do not despair of Allah's mercy. Allah forgives all sins: He is truly the Most 
Forgiving, the Most Merciful. So rurn to your Lord. And submit yourselves to Him.” 
(Qur'an 39:53-54) 

This collection of seventy prayers for forgiveness (istighfarat) is attributed to one 
of the greatest spiritual sages of the past, Hasan al-Basri, and it has been presented 
here to offer a way for us to navigate through the complications and pitfalls of this 
life. Set out in Arabic script, with adjoining translation in English, this edition also 
includes transliteration of the prayers to facilitate reading for those who are not so 
well-versed in Arabic. 


THe Narraror, Hasan av-Basri, born in 21 AH and bconglic"ae in the house 
of Umm Salama %., had the opportunity to live with many of the Companions *. 
With his knowledge of the Qur’an and Hadith he excelled all the learned men of his 
time. Thabit ibn Qurra says, “In his learning and piety, forbearance and restraint, 
frankness and large-heartedness, insight and sound judgment, he resembled a 
bright star.’ The reason Hasan al-Basgri’s words carried weight is audience 
was that he was not simply a preacher, but a man with a noble di C geo 
His speeches had a magnetism that no other mentor or scholar of Bas 

could attempt to surpass. Whenever he lectured on the hereafte: 
days of the Companions %, the eyes of his audience would be see 
tears. When he passed away on Friday 5" of Rajab 10 AH, rt 
tire population of Basra attended his funeral, so that for the | 
of Basra the Jami’ Masjid of the city remained empty at t 


